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FOREWORD

Previous DOE reports, DOE RA 33210-01, “Abandoned Texas Oil Fields,” and
DOE FE 33210-02, “Smaller Abandoned Texas Oil Fields,” were published in Decem-
ber 1980 and July 1981, respectively. These publications list 2,476 abandoned fields that
had produced 40,000 or more barrels of oil before abandonment. DOE/BETC/
1C-82/2, “Abandoned Oil Fields in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and New
Mexico,” was published in July 1982 and listed 182 abandoned fields; DOE/BETC/
1C-82/5, “Abandoned Oil Fields in Kansas and Nebraska,” was published in December
1982 and listed approximately 400 abandoned oil fields in Kansas and 86 abandoned
oil fields in Nebraska. DOE/BETC/IC-83/1, “Abandoned Oil Fields in Alabama,
Florida, 1llinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New York, Tennessee and
West Virginia,” listed approximately 240 oil fields that had produced 10,000 or more
barrels of oil before abandonment. DOE/BETC/I1C-83/2, “Abandoned Oil Fields in
Alaska, California, Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, Utah and Wyoming,” lists 209
oil fields that had produced 10,000 or more barrels of oil before abandonment. In New
York, Missouri, and Kentucky, production data were not available on a majority of the
fields; therefore, some abandoned fields with less than 10,000 barrels cumulative pro-
duction are included. Favorable public response to these reports has prompted this new
publication listing approximately abandoned oil fields in Oklahoma that have
produced 10,000 or more barrels of oil prior to abandonment.

If you have any comments about the usefulness of data in these reports, please
send them to:
Jim Chism
Bartlesville Energy Technology Center
P.O. Box 1398
Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74005

Your comments will be helpful in assessing the feasibility of expanding this study to
other oil-producing states.

Introduction

DOE Fossil Energy is charged with sponsoring the development of additional
domestic oil and gas supplies. As part of this effort, the potential of recovering addi-
tional oil and gas from abandoned fields is being investigated.

A preliminary study was conducted of abandoned Texas oil fields for the follow-
ing purposes:

® To assess the potential resource from abandoned fields;

® To assess the barriers to reactivation of the abandoned fields; and

® To provide an easily accessible and useful data source to be used as a pre-

liminary screen for identifying fields for further technical and investment
evaluations.

This study indicates that a considerable amount of petroleum may be economically
recoverable at today’s oil prices from reservoirs abandoned when prevailing prices were
lower. In addition, reservoirs that were never tested or that were tested and determined
to be uneconc.mical to produce may now prove to be economical to produce.



A major barrier to the timely production from the abandoned fields has been the
lack of pertinent, readily available, systemized information. Oil producers, having
learned of previous exploration and production efforts in an area, have for some time
gone to state agencies to search the records for a good prospect. Drawing on several
sources, the DOE has developed a listing of believed unduplicated data in one source.

Data Sources

Data were obtained from the Petroleum Data System at the University of Okla-
homa and validated by visits to the Oklahoma Geological Survey. For this report,
abandoned oil fields are defined as those fields listed by state agencies as officially
abandoned and that produced at least 10,000 barrels of oil.

Report Format
Figure 1 presents a sample page of the data produced with numbered data
elements keyed to those listed below:
(1) County
(2) DOE field code
(3) Field name
(4) AAPG geologic province code
(5) Discovery date of field (reservoir)
(6) Year of last production, if known
(7) Discovery well operator
(8) Proven acreage
(9) Formation thickness
(10) Depth of field (in feet)
(11) Gravity of oil production (in degrees API)
(12) Calendar year
(13) Yearly field oil production
(14) Yearly field gas production
(15) Cumulative oil production
(16) Cumulative gas production
(17) Number abandoned fields in county
(18) Cumulative production of oil from fields
(19) Cumulative production of gas from fields
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